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When ycu serve a.new church - n

’.\ oy ‘. . L

The man whc serves :Ln a sc—called m:l.s-
sion. church :Ln a grow:.ng cen‘her of” pop-
ulation, has a ;job that takes rnuch 'b:x.me s

for purely par:.sh or, ,m:l.ssn,on wcrk. Ry

But when any certain matter falls in
line with his local work, he'll. take time
for it. The EGF church, for example;- or-
; ganized 'in '57 under the new Minnesota
. Nonprofit Corporation Act. = It was advis-
able then for the pastor to s*budy the
civil statutes. I-Tav:Lng UND W:L'bh 11;5 ‘law
school” hbrary Here 'in GF," it was nct
hard to do some research. The resui't' was
the gather:r.ng of! sufflclent no‘tes ‘on’ the
subgect' of Sta‘butory ‘Law for Churches, sa
that*ia-set cf church bylaws were ‘Pro-
duced wh:.ch can’ serve ‘as a model. ' Hcdel,
that 'is, -aceording-to the new- statutes s
which were a hundred Yyears in the ma}cx.ng,
. but whidh camé Intd finished form'in-the
- %.law books of several“states‘only-during
. the last decade—.

}M -L f.bﬂ'» 4&
- “—-.--nw.«.. .-

- My -notes: on: statutory :lawifor: churches

and the set-of bylaws ..could well be made
~ parteof ‘a bBook:en church - gcvernment s~ QT
pm.n'bed gs a.separateipamphlet. ', : .

-
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iGovernment by Fo-Pieper, 1896.~ Itiproves
that - church-govermment is by :God's Word
alone, not by:men -or-~thelaws of men. -.it

an Confess:.ons 4 and Lu‘bher. P ImE)
- A e S SR & SR A
I once: had abcut 2500 ordera i‘cr “this
essay if it would be-printed in pamphlet
form.. - But then.I moved from Okabena;to:
EGF in 157, -and -have since found.no time:
to push publication - of-this best of all
existing essays on the subject of church
govermment. It 1s fundamental,  ‘basic,.
No, man should open his mouth on “the Bub~
ject unless he first knows the tru'bhs and
prlnclples of 'bh:.s Pleper essay

LI

'_"‘l‘-i

See following pagés for:
the Full Commission;
serves the True Faith.; hat is the

Y- BULEETIN 7
1 1960

ments:- ,
2. . The -congregational -polityy 3« sfhe-

3 awBu‘b 't.he beg:l.nn:.ng of .2 thookzora first .
pamphilet.: -shouldsber-theessay oms€hurch .
-Tules were. adopted. for subsidized. -clmrw

does-this by using Seripture, the Luther- -

The Case of the Seven Churches;
The Originel and True Tosses
SBynodical Polity?

i

N = _v:;sdr' et
And more shculd be- adcied -
* com oy rd ooy e 'f
Dr. F. ,P:Lepcr daid not, exhausst ;the. sub-
ject. . Patriarchs like,Koren, - Preus, and
the newer Chr. Anderson. %;ha.ve. written on
the subject... The -synodical essay of 1848

Famesi

by Walther ,treat& the matter . dl;cectly.

Every orthodox -essay:~_on the:  Universal
Priesthood -dis pertinent. Since now. the
teaching of the congregational: polity. is
questioned and:by accident subverted or
submerged by the trend of synods and new
mergers to ~adopt powers of -centraliza-
tion, if "is time %o prod’uce Some” ribre

notes and assemble extra itemsg...; i

]

. ,:f‘ .‘, o "'"{"ﬂ" ":;nlrlﬁr a2y
-A hcok on - church gcverrmen‘b nshould
bhave - t_he« follompg c_ontents and.arrange~
L. Church govermment ; by the:.Word;

syncdical;, polity; » L. Statutory-. law - for
churchess;; 5., A;model ..set, ofi bytaws: acz- ‘
cording, 'bo the new ca.v:LL statutes oThese

‘sulyjects conld -also: be; published.inpa se;.-- R
"ies »f pamphlets:
band 5 togsther.

i, 2 and ,}»tugeﬁ;her,,, =

-u- ':--.nqun

2fF ) "ﬁ%tﬁ-

s Ra-bhen than flrst giving Iiterary fin-

1sh= to-notes .'gathered con congregational
and:. smdlcal pol:.t:.ess,; i wilds bewy of s
henefit, b vm:l.mecg:;aphx scmtha.ng ﬂ.‘nom.a
';'“r yatdime il uenwn gl egnddd fes ad
At khe-196Q ‘convention.of: they BiSy: tew

ches on “thes basis of, opinion, Ahab mfact :

bhe: EIS, always had: a.synedical polity for

aJ_‘t. z_ts Jembers. -A. subsequent meeiing of
key pastors and several laymen . reveals.a
division of thought in this matter. And,
since we 2re all human, we should:..do ;
something to shift, if need bey tﬁé‘“‘dls-
cussion’ frcm pcrscnal feel::.ng to teach:.ng
and pra_nclple. ‘ ‘ _

= !\ny synod in our day should be. able to
draw’ i1 new members by emphas:.z:mg a frue
congregat:.cnal church polity. And where
this teaching is rightly’ exerclzed, we |
the* pecple w:Lll be better servan'bs of the
Tord.

Geo. Sclnven.kert"

1708 w2

Fast Grand Forks, Minn.
Each Local Church has

sors; Congregation Polity Pre-
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R CH POLTITY

_The government of the members, by the
members, and for the members of the
local church is the only kind of -
church polity which can assure the

- preservation of the true faith. - This

“r. shatement is’ made with the provision
" that’ the members know that they are:
"~ kings and' priests and that the only

" means of their rule is the Word of Geod,
and that as such, and using the only
means given them, they continually ex-
ercize their righits and priv‘ileges.

'TI{E CASE OFTHE SEVEI\T CHURCHES

St. dohn ’che D:Lnne wrote to the seven
churches whtich were in Asia, telling be-
lievers that they are kings and priests
by the redemption of Christ. This is in

“’chapter L of the-Book of Revelation. -~ °
; Then in chapters 2 and 3 of this Book, he
"pecords what the Spirit saith to the

k) churches, “the wards of the Master® of" the:

‘the members: of each” church are accouzrh-uh
able torGod, -~ [ .4 LTS T e
Herein the congregatlonal polity is
-portrayedy local church government is es-
Hablished: by these examples. ~Theretis
'no teaching here that the seven churches
should call in a pope’or- convene a’ synod
to- set things in order. The writing is.
¢ each. minister (Mangel™), for hmto -
teachs pastor and congregation are © -
. ~‘counted as one to "hear what the Spmt
‘saith unto the- churches." And these Holy
Scrlptures are preserved as d:wine teach-~
ng for us. . .

1. Enhesus

“The Spirit said to the church. of Ephe-
sus: You are troubled with them which .
' sav they are apostles, and =~ are not;‘
you have found them to be liars. But you
have left your first love.. Repent, and
do your first works. If you fail to do
what I say, you will lose your Llight.
If you do what T say, you will have life,
- So the church of Ephesus is taught to
take care of . itself by the Word of
- God.

2. SmyrTna

The Spirit told the church of 3myrna:
You have tribulation and poverty, and

- Congregational;

‘Kingdom,-teaching ‘that ' thie minister- and * ,,:ntself ©of its evils.

4duée my servants. iveous
‘3o répent of her: fornicationy and she
'#repented not.

_"_,,fdi;i:osition from the Jews of the synagog.

of Satan. Some of you will be cask into
prison by the work of the dsvil. .But
fear not. "Be thou faithful untc death,
‘and I ‘will give thee a crown of life."
=~ So the church of Swmyrna was taught by
itself 4o hold to the truth and so over-
come, that then it ‘would not be hurt by
the second death.

3. Pergamos

The Spirit said to the church of Per-
_gamog: You dwell where Satan's seat is,
but you have not denied. the faith, even
though you saw: how Antipas was slain be-
cause-of true faith. Bub-you-have some
.faults: some among you.hold to the dac~

trine.of Balaam, offending others by
eating things sacrificed %o  idols, and
committing fornication. "So thou hast
‘also them that hold to the dectrine of
the .Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. .
Repent' or else ..." = So the church.
~of Pergamos was called upon to purge

L Thyatira

#i.- The Spirit spoke to-the church of Thy-
atira, saying: You have charity, f£aith,
patience, and service. -Bub "thon suf-
ferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophe'bess, to teach and se-
7¢E:gave her space-:

“wee eXcept they repent of
their deeds ... I will give unito every
/one -of you according to your works." . 5y
-But. to him who holds-fast to the truth =
and overcomes, and keeps my works to the

end, I will give power, and I will give

him the morning star. -~ Again, 23 in

the czse of the other churches, the

churcl of Thyatira was exhorted fto rigd

itself of evil, to follow God's 'bruth,

to do these things itself.

5 Sardis

 The Sp:Lr:Lt said to the church of Sar-
dfs; "Be watchful, and strengthen the
things which remain, that are ready to
die. ... Hold fast, and repent. If
therefore thou shalt not watch," I
will come with sudden destruction. "Thou
bast a few names in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall.
walk with me in white: for they are wor-
thy." So the church of Sardis was taught.
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6. Philadelphia -

" The Spirit said to ‘the church of Ph:LI-
adelphia: "I kmow thy works:. behold, I.
have set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it: for thou has‘t.r a little .
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name. ... I will make. them
to come and worship. before thy i‘eet, and
to know that I have loved.thee. ... Be-
hold I come quickly: hold that fast which
thou hast,. that. no man take. thy.crown."

- So the church of Philadelphia is told.
what it should do.,

7. Laod:.cea

The 3pirit sa:.d to the church of" ]';.ao-
dicea: "I know thy works;  that thou.art
neither - ;. cold nor hot:- I would-thou:
wert: cold or hot. So then because thouw
arit- lukewarm, and. neither cold-nor: hot,
I will spue :thee. out of my mouth: Be-:

cause thou sayest, I am rich, and increas-

ed with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest:rot that thou art wretched,
and. miserable;>and poor,sand:blind,i e
naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich; and white raiment, that. thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nskedness. do. not appear; and: anoint thine
eyes W:Lth eyesalve » tbat thou mayest. see.

~ As manv-as I-love, T rebuke and chasten:

be zealous therefore, and repent- 4
Y"Behold, I‘stand"at the door;?fand!"

* knbek: if’ any“hin hesr’ my' voice; and: open

the:door; I will come-in to him;:and will
sup-with him, and be with me.™: .52 -

So the church of the Laodiceans, worse
thah others,its sense of+God - .© deadened
bv the pride of riches and because it was
spiritually so lukewarm and lszy - so
this church is told thal:it can be re-
stored by grace, that it should open the
door and let the- ‘%a.ncr in.

Bradshaw, in his book on. "Free -Chur-
ches and Christian-Unity;¥uses the case
¢. the Seven Churches. -He points out
that the Spirit did not command these-

.2hurches to unite in. the ‘way the "ecumen-

ists™ of our day are crying for union.
And at the head of the chapter, "9. What
the Spirit Says to the Churches," Brad-
shaw offers these two quotations: -

"~ There are few things which bring con-
ferences and assemblies into such bad
repute as zciions taken without full
debate, - Principsl W, i. Curtis.

" I am resolved to avoid every meet:.ng -
- of bishops, for I have never seen any
-~ Synod end well, nor assuage rather

* than aggravate discrders. - Gregory R

. Nazianzen. o

-The case of the Seven C}mrches is used
in these mmeographed notes to show =~ °
that each church was responsible for gov-
erning its own affairs, +o purge itself
of evil, %o hold to the truth, to repent
and believe the Gospel. (Read the case
corplete in Revelation 2 and 3.) The °
case of the Seven Churches very definte-
1y teaches the congregational pelity; it
teaches no form of syncdz.cal church gcv-
ermnent.. -

s

EACH LOCAL CHURCH HAS THE FULL COMMISSION

"%, Christ has promised to His believers
everywhere: "Where two or three are-gath-
ered together in my name, there am I in
the ‘midst of them " This- is recorded

mﬂatthew 18, where the’ I.ord teaches““}*us“ :

> P

on the matter of church’ dlSClpllnS e
"Tell it/ untor the church;" He says,’ lfw""
you ‘cannot’ privately’ correct am’ cfi‘end-“‘
ing brother, What church? That gather—
ing of believers which have come ’together
in the name of Jesus to do His will, to

forgive and retain sins, to count a mem-

be:r." ou'h and. hold him 'l:c be an heathen man

and™ a pubhcan if he 11 not mpent -
even‘:_f and when **“smallest in s:t.ze,
two-cr-'bhree-member church, Whlch‘ takes
an ac'l;:.on.r ;

- What hlgher pcwers can: a church have
than to' forgive and retain sins? It is
the greatest responsibility to deal in -
the matier which means spiritual life or
death. ~ Of course %ae judgment must be
according to Law and Gospzl, strictly by
Scr:.p‘ture alone, and therefore the judg-
ment is God's on the basis of His Law a-
gainst a man, even as the forgiveness is
God's when the sinner is declarsd freed
of guilt by the blood. of Christ.

" But, as you see, even the smallest _
church of believers has the highest pow-
ers, commissiened fully to have the min-
ictry of the Word in its midst. The roy-
al priests assembled in the name of Jesus
exercize the office of the ministry to-~
ge'ther, which they have from God, under

T



wiom and he is no pope. If the local.church
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God, for God, serving one another in be=

half of God their Savior. It.-is the will
of God that each church has a pastor, but
he, too; is a member of the local church,

invites ons or more fellow Christians
from outside. of that church, for: advice
in either spiritual or material affairs,.
the church itself does the deciding or
accepting, as the case may be. .

Bach church is suthorized and respons-
ivle. fully cormmissioned by the Lord to
carry on by itself;. it has no privilege
of shifting its duty to others as though
it could free itself of being accountabls
to God directly in any given case.

Since even the smallest church has the

‘highest powers, in the name of Jesus and .
. according to His Word; we have Scriptural
~warrant and establishment of the congrega-
t:.onal polity. :
“The trend of our times.is %o submerge
cangregat:.onahsm, and to mislead peogle
to think that counc::.ls .and: synods. rust |
" provide spirit and’ g;u:i.dance y that.the .
"~ will of the Master can hardly be.effec~ .
tive unless there is a big. organizatlon
- of churches. To 'bhls Bradshaw says in

- his book: . .

}Tha.t. the Chr:.s't-:.nspnred :|.dea1 of ‘the
. gathered church should. now. be rele- i
.. gated to theological Timbe has come as
. a convineing revelation to leaders
wishing a unified Church with power to
make its will effective. To those who
want econtrol,. it is. of course obvious
nonsense to claim that Christ is as
truly present- in a. little meeting
house as in an ecumenical council.
Since they are His authorized ambas-
sadors, possessing his divine authori=-
ty, how could Christ be present if .
they sre not! - Free Churches and
Christian Um.ty, P. 39.

If the doctra.ne of Scr::.pture Were so
nebulous a thing.that the people conld
not understand it on the basis’ of Scrip-
ture alone, if only higher-up theclog-
ians could understand the will of God,
we would have to accept the idea of Rome.’
Bu %, "The testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple.®

If we the people could not by God~-- -
given faith understand what God's Law and
Gospal require, what they tell us to be-
lieve and do, Christ could not have com-

- missioned’ us as He-does in Matthew.18.

Think of it! He tells a member of a
church to deal with an offending brother
concerning repentance and remission of
sins - and come to a conclusion of the
matter privately between the two alone.

" Even'the next step, if needed, may be

two members dealing with one offending
member. Following that, if then the
matter has not been concluded in repen-
tance and remission, tell it unto the
church. And the dealing of the church
is then the court of last resorts, but
doing nothing different than what the .
first brother was commissioned to do - -
alone. And if that church has less than
five members, it is just as fully author-
ized to act as a church of 500 or 5000

: members .

-And-' 50 ﬁe can declare: Matthew 18

. e'&tablishes : ’ohe congragational-po]ity.

g .
g
ol
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TEE ORIGINAL AND TRUE POSSESSORS

* The Or:.g:x.nal and True Possessors of
~ All Christian R:Lghts and Prlvzleges.

Since the Ghr:.stians are the
. Church, -it-is.seIf-evident that they . ¢
x-;alone originally:.possess the spirit- -
. -ual gifts and rights which Christ has
gained for, and given to, His Church.
‘Thus 5t. Paul reminds all believers:
- ‘mal11 things are yours,® 1 Cor. 3,2l.

- 22, and Christ Himself commits to
all believers the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, Matt. 16,13-19; 18,17-20;
John 20,22.23, and commissions all
believers to preach the Gospsl and to
administer the Sacraments, Matt. 28,

-19.203 1 Cor. 11,23-25. .

. Accordingly; we reject a1l dee-
trines by which this spiritual power
or any part thereof is ad,]udged as
 originallyvestedin certain individu-
als or bodies, such as the Pope, or

“the bishops, or the order of the min-
istry, or the secular lords, or coun-
eils, or synods, ste.

The officers of the church publ:.cly
administer 'hhelr offices only by
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- virtue of -delegated. powers, conferred
" on them'by the original’possessors of

such- puwers; ‘-_~~and ‘such administration _

remains . under _:the.. supenvisiom .of
the latter,~.Col.,: K, Y17 ..=igiv~e
.. -+ Naturally all Christians. hatve also
"7 'the right and the’ duby “to" ;J,udge and .
- -deéide mttere ot doctrine; -nothac-
cord:.ng to-their-own: nptions,. ofi’
course;. but ‘according. to the Word of
. God,, 'L Johno 1;,1 kY Pet __'_h,]l. RGN
Col. L:17, used as a reference above,
tells what the Colossian church should
say to their Pastor Archippus: "And say
to Archippus,: Take heed to the. ministry
which thou hast received in the -Lord,
that thou fulfill it." The: Bereans are -
commended in Acts 17:11 for searching the
Scriptures-daily, whether those things-":
wWere: 80, which Paul preached to them.. ..
St.  Paul said to’ the Corinthians: "I -
speak as to wise. men;, Judge -y what- I
say.J' 1 Cor, 10 15, B Ll LT
¥ S on
Under the head:mg of Why Bel:.evers s
.. “form Congregations, Dr. U. V, Koren
- writess, MTherefore; it is alsc the. con-
Eregeta.on which. calls its preachers and. .
teachers, .and. which has:. to.seeto it -

that ‘theser do= the work they are - called 'hor

do. The pastors are not, according to. -
God's Word, to be lords over the congre-
. gation. They are to be servants of the
congregation, dnd atf the same! fime they"
" are to be servants of God." (quahas:l.s
‘ -suppl:.ed ») Fe:l_th of” our Fathers 3 p 126
They whc orlglnally possess a.nd con=~
timue- to: have all: spiritual rights -and
privileges supervise the ministry ‘of” the
Word:-in their loca®l midst; In their
church. ' They call the ministers, and
only they may diswmiss’ a pastor for cause.
‘All of this, too, teaches: and establishes
the congrega'b:.onal pol:!.ty._ ;

"'"1e Um.versal Pr:.est.hood

The" foregoing head:.ng mlgh'b have been
used for this chapter instead of "The Or-
iginal and True Possessors.' But.the
first. quotation came to mind first, Par.
30 from the Brief Statement of ‘the Mo.
Synod. It certainly teaches of the Uni-
versal Priesthood of all believers.

Ye also, as lively stones, are built.

. up. a spiritual house, an holy priest-
""hood, to offer up spiritual’ sacrifices
© %o God by Jesue Christ.” '

'But ye"are & chosen genera-hlon, arroy-
" al priesthood, and holy nation, a
peeul:.ar people 3 that ye should show
'for'hh the praises of him ‘who hath
cal]ed you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. 1 Pet. 2:5,9.

Unto him that loved us, and waghed us
. from our gins in his own blood,
" And hath made us kings and priests
X .' unto God and his Father; to him be
"“. glory and dominion i‘or ever and gver.
Amen. Rey. 1'5,6, .

To ‘summarize the teaching we have on,.

the important doctrine of the passages”

above, it should be suitable to
quote from two- Tutheran cycloped:.as.

_; Priesthood, Universal. The New Testa-

ar J -ment: recognizes in Chr:l.st ‘the B.epre-
" -sentative of the true pr:t.mevalu priest-
S hood a.f.‘ter the order of Melchizedek
_ {Heb. 7 and 8);, but there is nothing
i correspondn.ng %0 the pr:Lests of the
~2:01d Covenant in the Christian Church.

Lepre; The .idea .which pervades. the..New. Testa—

ment is that. of a universal pr:r.esthood.
All truer beln.evers are.made. kings: and
,pr:.esta\. Bav. 1,631 Pet. 2,93, bring
ep:.rrbual sxamr:u.:f.‘:lg.:es»,—s Rom. 12,13 »and, -
" having received a trus pr::estly ;eonse-—
s cration,. may draw. near. and.enter the
Ho]y of Holies + Heb., 10, 9=22‘.i« e

- Ag' priests the Christiang possess
2 all the treasures won for mankind by
the suffering of Christ. They have
God, Ghr:r.st., pardon, the- means of
- grace, the keys of héaven.” 1 Cor.’ 3,
21, - They Have the privilege of free
"access to God without human meda.atars.
Eph. 2, 1)4 18 1

j"’ “ As priest the Christian teaches,
admnlsters the Sacramen'hs, Jjudges
* ‘doctrine, absolves and excommunicates,
., calls ministers, teaches, ete.

The i‘reedom of the local congrega-

.

t:Lon is :Lnseparably bound up with the

liberty of the individual Christian.

(Emphasis supplied.)
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(Quotation contimied: )

_ "If a congregat:.on or union of ‘con-
gregat:.ons does missionary, woric, traing

_.ministers, and publishesiliterature in
defense of the truth, it’ s-Ey virtue

. of the universdl priesthood. - From it

" follows also the duty of family pray-
ers, Christian education, and contin-
ued study of the Holy Scriptures. See
also preceding article. - Conecordia
Cyclopedia, 1927.

The cyclopedia qucrbed above was edited
by L. Fuerbringer, Th. Engelder, and P.
E. Kretzmann. The following quotation is
from the Lutheran Cyclopedia, published
by Scribners in 1899, and the quotation
below is signed by Gharles E. Hay. of
: Phlla.delphla. ’

Pr:testhood’ Pi 'Beli‘evers.' .

L0 0 L B 3N N )

77" When Christ,-as -the High-Priest, of-
© "= fered himself & sacrifice for the “sins
B the” world), "the chief™ furction of
- - thel priestly-office was fulfilled once
¥ foral¥ (Heb. 7:26,27s 10%1li). The
veil concealing the "Holy of Holles!
‘was miraculously rent in twain to sig-
“= nify that henceforth every sin-burdensd
7 goul might have: free access %o the
: - throne: of ‘grace. ' ‘From- that moment:
‘there: has been hu.t-v < Wone Mgdiator
between God and*‘men, the marr Chmst
“Jégus® (¥ Tim. 2:5).-
"+ A1 helievers are now' essen‘bially
equzl’ in their enjoyment of the privi-
- lege of approach to God - "a royal
prlesthood, an holy nat:.an" {L Pet. 2:

9.

Thus- the special prlesthood has
been forever abolished. Sacrifice for
sin would now be vain and sinful. Bub
there still remains the. sacrifice. of
‘praise (Heb. 13:15; 1 Pet. 2¢ 5}

There remain avemues of service in
which the believer, consecrated by the

water of baptism and by the unetion of |

the Holy Spirit, may daily minister
before the Lord, He is to be the com-
forter of his brethren, the’almoner
of the Lord‘’s bounty, and is to pro-
~claim the Gospel to the world.

44 s "> a

- 'The Reformation, in prociaiming the
doctrine of justification by faith,
re-asserted also its. logical and
seriptural coroi'ary, the universal

'+ prieathood -of believers. The doctrine
‘thus"deeply imbedded in the Iuth. sys-
tem, is one full of comfort for the
. humbls ¢ diseiple and a powerfull
stimulamt . to. Christian activity. C.
E. H. (Emphssis supplied.)

It is G’od that says that all believers
are kings and priestsy His Word so de-
scribes . them. . AllL of them are equal,
and their only Master is Christ.  Now -
when they have formed a congregation,
when. as a local church they exerciss
thelr rights and privileges, who in the
world could be above them? The pastor
whom they have called? Yes, bu t, he
is their overseer only when he serves the
Lord in teaching what the Iord has com~’
manded us to ebserv_e s believe a.n:i
do.” © '

- Accordlng 1:0 such teach:mg ag given in ‘

the quotations in this chapter, there is
no room for' any kind of a synodical pol-
ity, but only-for the congregatlonal

pol:l.'by. R
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*]‘.'he k:l.nd of. churchz government by Wthh

a 1oca1 church rules itself is, of course,
right only - - --

when all sp:.r:-.tual aﬂa:.rs are actual-

» 1y governed: by- the Word of God,
when the members for themselves know
the chief doctrines of the Bible,
. . when the standard of knowledge is
- maintained, when error is shumned, and
evil is overcome,
when the members know that Christian
© liberty is not-a license to live ac--
cording to the Old Adam,

- or-one might list the requirements
.for membership as usually fourd in
constitutions for local Lutheran
churches.

Would anyone who knows the B:Lble want
anything different? How could the trua
faith be preserved if the people would not
be azctive as indicated sbove?
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The Christian faith is-not preserved
merely by having each family owm.a- - ":i7%°
leather-bound family Bible,:nor+only by *
good- confessional paragraphs.in’ church. -
constitutions, nor merely by having each”
perscn confirmed:on the basis-of. having: .
once studied the chief doctrinesvof the
Bible- (catechism); nor by relying on-the’
teachers in the: church as though-they: -
but not the members for themselves .should
know what is right or wrong; nor by hav—
ing the loeal church turn over the need. -
of proving the spar::ts to synod:.cal of -
ficials.

The Christian faith must be preserved
among the people, and that is not possi--
ble unless the members exercise their - -
faith = also in the matier of church gov-
ernmment. -+ There is no dlsnute*about this
among orthodox Iu-bhera.ns roooLTET LT

R F AR

Where the congrega‘hlonal pohty is not
upheld and exercized, the people of the
local.-church ~lose their:gsense.-g¢gf-obliga-

. %ion;ip;docirinal- mtters.,wu‘ihey“mlla 5
thenﬁ imagine: that: doctr:.nal«matters are

.. forsthe- teacher53~to thlnkgaboutg < and :in

case of .any .dispute - -for-the.synod ‘to- de-
cide - even-also when the synod aperates
in deetrinal maitters by the maj or:Lty vote
pract:.ce, ”L oy L YR g A,

—.-.u-,u ,,.r;vq e . Loy
YL ERt LJ. ’H

R "These h:.ghly impor-bant : mattérs (the .f

¥ bus:.ness of rehgloanconcern also-the ;'
_common people and Iaymen (as they are- .-
called), who, inssmuch as they are Chris-
tions,. --must .for: bheir ' salvation dis-
tinguish between pure and -false doec=-
Yrine."™ FC, Trigl. p. -B53; copied from -
the masthead of the Confessional Iuther-
an, which in its July-August 1960 issue -
br:.ngs up the duty. of the  common pecple.

xAs a matter of i‘act, there is noth:l.ng_
in the world today' that better exerpll-
flies the exercize of the rights and du-
ties of the common people (church members
and pastors) than the 21 volumes of the
Confessional Lutheran.
It advocates church government by the
Word of God, and it proves that this is
Lutheran and Biblical by its use of the
Lutheran Confessions.

an.

'polltyfis 'bhen subverted.

A church may be a beehive of activity,
grow and pregper in numbers and external
possessions, _under "some sSystem of local
t:hu:r'ch:gmirezrnmen'l:,‘F and yet not have self-
rule under God's Word alone, nor hold to
the truth,.nor:even know the full truth.-
A clergyman.may be a shrewd leader; a ..
powerful organizer, a forceful public -
speaker, an actor with a big and ready
smile ' (wkich counts so much in polities),
and.the like. .  We dont want sovereignty
and independence for the local churches
simply to follow a man and humenly de-
vised.plans. When we teach the congre-
gational polity as set forth in the Holy
Scr:.ptures »-Christ -is the Master, His
Word is.all-ruling, and the people are
trained by that Word as kings and
pJ::Lests unto God and our Father in heav-:

-
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What is the Synod:.cal Polity?

7 The synodlcal pollt.y or form of chu.rch.
-govermment is ‘the system in’ whlch the
synod -or -iis: of ficers in-one or 2.more
ways. have higher .ox.final authonty

- over the local church. .

If by a synodical law, the self-rule
of a congregation is abridged and the .
Iatter accepts it, the synodlcal pol:u.ty
is“then: '.m force, and the cong;regata.ona‘l_‘;

' A g b
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There is' probably” ho Imtheran synod :Ln
America which does not teach of the Sov-"
ereignty of - the local church. But then
in most cases ‘the teachlng is added, di-
rectly or indirectly, ' that “the ‘local =
church has the right to place itself un-
der synodical rule. '

The Norwegian Synod constitution de-
clares that +the purpose of the synod is
to supervise the work in each
member church. Ch. IT, par.. 2; IV:b. If
there were nothing slse. in this consti-
tution, the foregoing -references would
certainly establish complete and uncon-
ditional synodical govermment over the
churches. Under +these paragraphs, if
they were not otherwise conditioned, the
gynod could elect men to be bishops who
at any time could walk into 2 mem-
ber church and supplant the Ilocecal
pastor.




Church Po;.ity - ,Gongegatiqnalj

Synodical - - - .- T

.. Aetually, however, the NS.constitution
interpret "supervisiona" as
meaning the privilege %o advise, Ch. V,
par. 4. And it cuts dowm-the "a d v i s-
o.r ¥yt power to nothing binding by say-
ing that. a member church mey reject a
synodical resolution, Ch. V, par.~h. It
further lays down the law that a congrega-
tion may even decline %o let the presi-
dent of the synod into the church to of-
fer advice, that even a minority can keep
him out, Ch: VI:3:c. This also makes it
unconstitutional to pass any rule by
which a lesser executive 1like a Visitor,
synod board, or execubive secreitary may
invade a local church when such a visit
is opposed from-within szid church.

Grant. Invasion Rights to Synod Officials?

Synodical polity proponents count the
following as the irreducible minimum of
rights that. a synod must hava: -

e - -

' ,Execu'b:we ofi':.cers of synod mst have
the .right, through the proper chan-

- nels; to arranges for a meeting with
fridividusl congregations, whenever
they deem it necessary, even when they
have not been invited toc come in.

The proponents of this idea do not de-
finé "the proper channels.". In any case,
" then, “the syned or its officials decide
at the time what the "proper channels®
are;. the definition or decision is not
left to the loecal church.

It may be "proper" in the opinion of
the synodicals to go through the pastor
alone, or through the church council or
board with or without the consent of the
pastor, or through a majority or minori-
ty of the lJocal church.

In synods where the congregational
polity is taught and where at the same
time synodical rules grant irmvasion
rights to synodiesl officials, quite a
aumber of evils can occur. Church mem-~
bers with gripes run to the officials;
factions write letters to the officials;
officials meet with factions con or off
the local church property; officials
casually visit homes of members who sre
loyal to the officials; officials write
letters which are circulated by mail or
otherwise to all members of the church.

Of course the synodicals dislike the
expression "invasion rights® in this: con-
nection, and they take offense if you
talk-about infiltration or when you call
their rules and practice legalism. They

© will stoutly maintain that they want no

hierarchy, and that they are no dictators.
The very purpose, they may say, of our
gystem is to avoid or destroy hierarchy
that may arise within the local church.

How else, they may ask, are you going to

"savel souls sorely oppressed’Some pope
of a preacher or other souls who are

tempted to follow some slick liberal?

When you contend for the right of the

- congregation to decide when and for what

purpose to invite any kind of "advisor,"
the officials may feel hurt.. It seems.
%o attack them; they feel they are not -
trusted. Or the officials may imagine
that the source of the M"evil" is in the
heart of the local pastor. Eic. etc.

It is known that wherever the synodi-
cal polity rules, . its propomants insist
that the synod must always have and keep
the: right to get intc the ‘local church
at will.  Their officials must have the
right to walk into any church whenever .
they please for a meeting. ' They hold to
this right as if it were a life and death
matter for their synod, that is, for .
their organization. “But by such a "right"
the congrega‘hlonal polity is effect:wely R
subverted

“A synod should'be a service urganiza- ’
tion for the comgregations which form it.
The local church should always be and re-
main self-ruling under God and His Word.
And the rule for oificial visits by of-
ficers of the synod should be that they
come only when they are invited. Wherev-
er orthodox churches band themselves to-
gether for joint  work, they may need -

_ quite a few yules for their business.

But if they remain orthodox and have
good discipline in all other possible -
ways (circuit, conference, corwvention,.
papers like this allowing and even en~
couraging free speech and a free press),
they neither would ‘nor could de-~
stroy the congregational polity.

Geo. Schweikert
1708 w2
East Grand Forks, Minn,

Aug. 22, 1960





